North West Regional Best Practice
Guide for:

Botanical name: Parthenium hysterophorus

Common names: Parthenium weed

Parthenium weed adversely affects human and animal health and can cause respiratory problems, severe dermatitis and meat
can be tainted if stock eat the plant within one month of slaughter. Landowners are advised never to touch the plant with bare
hands and always use a dust mask if working near the weed for extended periods. Allergic reactions are not always
experienced with the first contact with the plant but can develop after a number of exposures. Once a reaction to parthenium
weed develops, some individuals may show similar reactions to related plants such as sunflowers. This reaction can be so
severe that allergic people can be forced to move away from parthenium weed-infested areas.

Recommendations and requirements

Under the Regional Recommended Measure, the
following is needed to comply with the Act:
 Prohibited matter (part 4, Biosecurity Act, 2015) - A
person who deals with any biosecurity matter that is
prohibited matter throughout the State is guilty of an
offence.
Mandatory Measure (Division 8, Clause 35, Biosecurity
Regulation, 2017) - parthenium weed carriers-machinery
and equipment:
(1) This clause applies to the following equipment:
The pena|ties (a) grain harvesters (including the comb or front)
(b) comb trailers (including the comb or front)
(c) bins used for holding grain during harvesting
operations
(d) augurs or similar equipment used for moving grain
(e) vehicles used for transporting grain harvesters
(f) vehicles used as support vehicles with grain harvesters
and that have been driven in paddocks during harvest
operations
(g) mineral exploration drilling rigs and vehicles used for
transporting those rigs
(2) A person must not import into the State from
Queensland any equipment to which this clause applies.
Under Gunnedah Shire Local Control Requirements:
1.The land is kept free of the plant, and
2.land managers will mitigate the risk of the plant being
introduced to their land.
3.Land owners must notify Council of any infestations of
parthenium weed in the Shire.

The maximum penalties for not complying with the
general biosecurity duty or a direction issued
under the Biosecurity Act 2015 are:

e Inthe case of an individual—$220,000 and, in
the case of a continuing offence, a further
penalty of $55,000 for each day the offence
continues, or

 Inthe case of a corporation—$440,000 and,
in the case of a continuing offence, a further
penalty of $110,000 for each day the offence
continues.

The maximum penalty for an offence that is
committed negligently is:

e Inthe case of an individual—$1,1700,000 and,
in the case of a continuing offence, a further
penalty of $137,500 for each day the offence
continues, or

* Inthe case of a corporation—$2,200,000 and,
in the case of a continuing offence, a further =
penalty of $275,000 for each day the offence ///";\i\ ﬂﬁk
continues. ﬂ// B Local Land
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Growth cycles

Integrated control techniques and alternatives

Physically remove plants and destroy by burning anytime throughout the year
Herbicide use: All year

Follow up any regrowth as it appears and destroy by physical removal or spray with herbicides: All year

Registered herbicide application rates:

e 24-D 300 g/L + Picloram 75 g/L (Tordon® 75-D) Rate: 125 mL per
100 L of water Comments: Spot spray. Rosette stage when plants
are actively growing.

e 24-D 300 g/L + Picloram 75 g/L (Tordon® 75-D) Rate: 3.0 L/ha,
Atrazine 900 g/kg (Various products) Rate: 3.3 L/ha Comments:
Protects against emerging seedlings.

e Dicamba 500 g/L (Kamba® 500) Rate: 40 mL per 100 L of water
Comments: Spot spray, Dicamba 500 g/L (Kamba® 500) Rate:
600 mL/ha Comments: Boom spray. Apply to young, actively
growing plants, Hexazinone 250 g/L (Velpar® L) Rate: 70 mL per
100 L of water Comments: Apply uniformly over the area. When
spraying single plants treat soil for 1 m around. Do not use near
desirable trees. Metsulfuron-methyl 300 g/kg + Aminopyralid 375
g/kg (Stinger™) Rate: 10 g per 100 L of water

o Comments: Hand gun application. Metsulfuron-methyl 600 g/kg
(Brush-off®) Rate: 5 g per 100 L of water Comments: Thoroughly
wet all foliage to the point of run-off.

Critical hints:
o Apply to actively growing plants.
o Consult your LCA Biosecurity Officer- Weeds for application tips
o Always read and follow the Label instructions and SDS of respective
herbicides.
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