North West Regional Best Practice
Guide for:

Botanical name: Opuntia tomentosa

Common names: Velvety tree pear

Velvety tree pear is a native of central Mexico and can grow to 8m high. The plant has a distinctive velvety covering on
segments. It has yellow flowers and the fruit is red when ripe. Velvety tree pear can be controlled biologically using
cochineal, Dactylopius tomentosus. Felling of large plants once cochineal is established often results in more rapid control
compared with unfelled plants. The cactoblastis moth, Cactoblastis cactorum, causes little damage to large plants but causes
significant damage to small plants and seedlings.

Recommendations and
requirements

Under the Regional Recommended Measure, the following
is needed to demonstrate compliance with the Act:

* Manage those identified as Key Emerging at the
controllable level before they cross the threshold where
control of spread is no longer an option.

» Mandatory Measure (Division 8, Clause 33, Biosecurity
Regulation 2017): A person must not import into the

The penalties State or sell.
The maximum penalties for not complying with the
general biosecurity duty or a direction issued Under Gunnedah Shire Local Control Requirements:
under the Biosecurity Act 2015 are: 1.Reduce the size and density of infested area by
« Inthe case of an individual—$220,000 and, in physical, mechanical and or chemical control methods,
the case of a continuing offence, a further and
penalty of $55,000 for each day the offence 2.Eliminate or minimise the risk of spread onto

continues, or neighbouring lands.

 Inthe case of a corporation—$440,000 and,
in the case of a continuing offence, a further
penalty of $110,000 for each day the offence
continues.
The maximum penalty for an offence that is
committed negligently is:
e Inthe case of an individual—$1,100,000 and,
in the case of a continuing offence, a further
penalty of $137,500 for each day the offence
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Growth cycles

Integrated control techniques and alternatives

Physically remove plants and destroy by burning anytime throughout the year
Herbicide use: Mid-August through to beginning of May. Release bioagents: Mid-August through to beginning of January

Follow up any regrowth as it appears and destroy by physical removal or spray with herbicides

Registered herbicide application rates:

Biological Control: Velvety Tree Pear can be controlled biologically using
cochineal, Dactylopius tomentosus. Felling of large plants once cochineal is
established often results in more rapid control compared with unfelled plants.
The cactoblastis moth, Cactoblastis cactorum, causes little damage to large
plants but causes significant damage to small plants and seedlings.
Registered Herbicide Application Rates:

o PERMIT 14442 Expires 30/06/2018 Picloram 100 g/L + Triclopyr 300
g/L+ Aminopyralid 8 g/L (Grazon Extra®) Rate: 500 mLin 100 L of water
foliar spray

o PERMIT 14442 Expires 30/06/2018 Triclopyr 300 g/L + Picloram 100
g/L (Grazon® DS) Rate: 500 mL per 100 L of water Apply thoroughly as a
foliar spray

« PERMIT 14442 Expires 30/06/2018 Triclopyr 600 g/L (Garlon® 600)
Rate: 1L per 75 L of diesel Comments: Spot spray application
Triclopyr 240 g/L + Picloram 120 g/L (Access™) Rate: 1.0 L per 60 L of
diesel Comments: Foliar application.

Critical Comments:

« Apply when plants are actively growing.

« Consult your LCA Biosecurity Officer- Weeds for application tips

« Always read and follow the Label instructions and SDS of respective
herbicides.
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